Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Although crystallized from an alkaline solution, the title compound retained the carboxylic groups in the crystal structure ( Fig. 1) . The benzimidazolyl ring and the central benzene ring are inclined at a dihedral angle of 71.7 (6) °. In the crystal structure, there exist O-H···N and O-H···O hydrogen bonds ( Table 1 ). The carboxylate groups and the N atom in the benzimidazolyl group as donor or acceptor play very important role in the formation of these hydrogen bonds. 
